








� Labor Studies Curriculum ror Elementary Schools 

"The Yummy Pizza Company" is an interdisciplinary thematic unit that introduces the world 
of work to elementary school age students. The ten lesson outlines can be adapted up or down to be 
used in grades 1-5 because an attempt has been made to keep required reading and writing assign­
ments to a minimum. Optional assignments can of course be added for more proficient readers. 
The suggested time frame is for the ten lessons of 1-2 hours each to be completed in two weeks. For 
those using a thematic approach, the lessons can be expanded to cover a whole day through tie-ins 
to other curricular areas. 

Some suggestions for extensions have been included. Each lesson or day can be introduced 
with a story (some suggestions included). For classes in which students have not had much experi­
ence in role-playing, teachers may want to introduce the concept before starting the unit, through 
some simple dramatizations or problem-solving situations. Likewise, you may want to try out the 
recipes at home before using them in class! 

Please note that in Lesson 9, students will hear about an actual organizing drive from a union 
speaker, if possible. Please contact a speakers' bureau or union local well in advance if you wish to 
book a speaker. 

We would like to credit the International Brotherhood of Teamsters Teacher Scholarship 
Program (July, 1988) for the original pizza company idea, as well as some other lesson components. 
Please feel free to modify or change any lesson or component, and to pick and choose lessons, to fit 
the special needs of your classroom. A Spanish version of student materials is available upon 
request. The Labor in the Schools Committee welcomes your suggestions for our next revision. Go 
to www.cft.org. For a realistic picture of one teacher's experience with this curriculum, see 
appendix. 

Thank you. 

Phyllis Chiu 
2nd Grade Teacher, Los Angeles 

Tom Edminster 
Committee Chair 

Sam Frankel 
2nd Grade Teacher, Berkeley 

Fre d Glass 
Staff Liaison 

John McDowell 
Los Angles Trade Tech Labor Center 

June McMahon 
U.C.L.A. Labor Center

Bill Morgan 
3rd, 4th, 5th Grade Teacher, San Francisco 

Linda Tubach 
High School Teacher, Los Angeles 
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LESSON 1 
WHAT IS WORK? WHY DO WE WORK? 

Objectives 
1. Students will learn the difference between work and play.
2. Students will examine the reasons why people work.
3. Students will see themselves as future workers.

Materials 
1. Help wanted sections from newspapers, or teacher created facsimiles
2. Worksheets (see attachments)

Procedure 
1. Introduce the word "work." Name some tasks and ask the students to classify them as work or
play ( can use Venn diagram). Examples: jumping rope, walking the dog, washing dishes. Ask stu­
dents to come up with other examples.
2. Lead students in a discussion of why people work (money, helping the family, self-satisfaction or
pride).
3. What kinds of jobs would the students like? ( considerations: salary, interests, safety).
4. How do you get a job? (ads, application forms, skills required).

Practice/Homework 
Explain worksheets appropriate to your students' interests and ability levels. A variety has been 
included so that you can tailor the lesson to fit your class needs. (Younger students can complete 
them with teacher or parent guidance.) 
1. Job inventory
2. Based on job inventory, look at ads and find a job you might like. (Younger students can choose
from two or three teacher prepared ads with pictures [see attachment.])
3. Practice job application
4. What would you buy?
5. If desired, send home the parent letter.

Extensions 
Language Arts 
1. Journal writing: Keep a journal on the "Yummy Pizza Company" experience.
2. Communication: Interview parents or school staff about their jobs.
3. Creative writing: Imagine what you will be and what you would do with your money.
4. Spelling/ vocabulary: Words from the lesson.

Math/Logic 
1. Venn diagrams
2. Money/ shopping

Social Studies 
Careers and community 

Literature *see bibliography on page 27 for full citation 

A Day's Work by Eve Bunting 
A Migrant Family by Larry Dane Brimner 
Voices From the Fields by Beth Atkin 
Working Cotton by Shirley Anne Williams 
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1. What grade level do you teach? ____ How many students do you have? _______

2. Which medium (real, clay, paper) did you choose for the pizzas? ____________

3. Were the lesson plans easy to understand? _____________________

4. Were student handouts used? _____ If so, which ones? _____________ _

Comments: 

5. Which part of this unit was the most successful? (Please be specific.)

6. Which part was the least successful? (Please be specific.)

7. What problems did you encounter? (Please be specific.)

8. What changes would you recommend to enhance this unit? (Please be specific.)

Name School and District 
---------------- ------------

Address ___________ City, State, Zip __________ Phone _____ _ 



�or a tr�e r�source guide on teaching 
about labor issues, go to 
www.cft.org.
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