| LABOR STRUGGLE IN |
. CALIFORNIA




| BOODS GRONWN CH BVG FARMS (N CALIFORNIA ARE SHIPPED ALL ONER THE USITED STATES AND THE WORLD .\

E'u‘i'-_ THE I%E'D‘EEAUFM'U.&E ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT FOOD GROWING AREAS OM THE GLOBE. \

THE PROBLEM HAS ALWAYS BEEN, WHOWILL
LKED ROP SPOIL

IF_THEY ARE MOT P

A RS B L oS

NTEX,
WORKED [M THE FIELDS, WHICH WERE
THEK OWNED BY COMPAMIES AND
GRWERS . g

FARM OWHNERS OR GROWERS BROUGHT
WORKERS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES.,




THE WORKERS NEEDED A UMIGH TO PROTECT THEM.\

THERE WAS HO Fs.‘E TO MAKE SURE THAT THEM WERE
TREATED FAMRLY OMCE WORKERS CAME TO CALFDRRNLA
TO WORK, THE OWNERS PAID THEM AS LITILE AS THEY
COULD. - T —

08 MEXICAN AMD JAPANESE FARMWORMERS GOT
TOGETHER TO FORM THE FIRST FARMWORKERS UNION
IN CALIFORNIA. T
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THEY WORKED W A LITILE CITY CALLED &
OHNARD, ABOUT [00 MILES NORTH OF LOS ANGELES

e

i e T Y
" gty AR | ]

R i
T ,.___.j;,ﬂ.ﬂq

o 1'5'.-“-"'#;-:-" iy

DXNARD WAS FAMOUS FOR £ Die T sias
ITS AND FOR BIG SUGARBEET FIELDS.
\ GARWE EAT I35 MADE FROM SUGARBEET 5.




[THE OXNARD FAMILY OWMED ONE OF THE BIGGEST
EBlGG 2l

BEET FACTORIES IN THE WORLD. -
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o ﬁﬁm Fm Lw-h:f ,'u..u[:»'er PAID THEIR MANAGERS
Tﬁ‘é OF MONEY TO RUN THE SUGAR FALTORIES.
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FARMWORKERS WORKED LONG HOURS IN THE SUN FOR

VERNY LOW PEY AND LIVED W PLACES LIKE THIS. ..

ONLY STORES AROUND WERE CWNED BY THE |
GROWERS THE PRICES WERE VERY HIGH,
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WE WORK ALL D&Y
AND WE DON'T EVEN
HAVE ENOUGH

TO EAT.
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IN 1903, THEGROWERS REDUCED THE WORKERS PAY. THE
MEYICAN AMD JAPANESE WORKERS WENT ON STRIKE.
COULD THEY STAY TOGETHER LOMNG EMOUGH TO WiN?

SOME_ NEWSPAPERS TRIED TO MAKE PEOPLE HATE
THE STRIKERS. e




BUT FOR TWO MONTHS THE SUGAR FACTORIES |

WERE STOPPED. .\ L\~ |1
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.. UNTIL THE OWNERS GAVE UP. THEY AGREED TO
RAISE THE PAY BACK TO WHAT IT WAS BEFORE IT
'WAS A BIG VICTORY FOR THE FARM WORKERS. S|

THE FARMWORKERS WROTE A LETTER, ASKING TO
JOIN A BIG GROUP OF UNIONS CALLED THE AFSFL

7 WE HEREBY APPLY
MEMBERSHIF TN THE

THE PR’E.?J'I’DEMTGF THE A'Fuf L SAID THE
MEXICANS COULD JOIN,BUT NOT THE JAPANESE

LET JAPANESE INTO
THE AFFL7

MEXICAN WORKERS REFUSED T0 JOIN WITHOUT
THE JAPANESE.

&u‘r WITHOUT THE HELP OF THE AFJ L THE JAPANESE
MEIIE.I!-H LMo 'E-"CIDT-., FE-_LL APP«.RT




1513 WHEATLAND

OM THE HOT SUMMER OF 1713, 3000 PEOPLE CAME
T0 WORK OM A BANCH NEAR SACRAMENTO,BUT THERE
WAS ONLY ENODGH WORK FOR HALF OF THEM.N
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THE OWNER OF THE RANCH, A L

MAMN NAMED DURST, HT THAT WRS FINE. THAT
WY HE COULD PaY THE FARMWORKERS LESS MONEY.

THERE WERE MO SEWERZ OR GARBAGE DUMPS IN

THE WORKERS' CAMPS T ‘WAS VERY HOT, BUT
THERE WAS NO WATER TD DRINK [ THe FILLDS.

A | MANY \WJORKERS AND TH

PRETTY 500N

THE WORKERS HELD A MEETING AND DECIDED
PROTEST THEY ALL AGREED TO KEEP IT =0
FEAMERILY =T 5 s

SOME MEMBERS OF A BIG UNION CALLED THE IWW.
ONE OF THE IWW
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WERE THERE LOOKING FOR WORK,
MEN HELD UP A BABY.

N
WERE. DOING THIS
FOR THE KIDS.
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... AMD ONE OF THE DEPUTIES FIRED HISGUM. o —-

SOME OF THE WORKERS WERE ARMED AND FIRED

BACK.THE SHERIFF A DEPUTY AND TWD WORKERS
WERE mILLED. — - - r—
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[THE MEM WERE BEATEM.THEY WERE BOTH CONVICTED
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AFTER WHEATLAND, THE. [

STATE GOVERNMENT SENT INVESTIGATORS TO SEE HOW
FARMWORKERS LWED THEY RE

MENDED SOME SMALL
CHAMGES, BT FARMWORKERS LIVES DIP NOT IMPROVE. |




1933-THE GREAT COTTON STRIKE

BY THE I930°5 THE LARGEST COMOM FIELDS COULD BE
FOUND N THE CENTRAL VALLEY OF CALIFORMIA Y|
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BUT WORKERS WERE PAID OHIY 60= FOR PHCKING A J,
100 POUMD BAG OF COTION .

THEY LIWEDIH THE SAME BAD CAMPS, CRILDEEMN HAD TO
WWORI TOO,BOT VT wins IMPOSSIBLE FOR & FAMILY TO [
Ty

MAKE ENOUGH TD LIVE ON.T

THE WORKERS ‘WAMNTED BETTER PAY AND BETTER
COMDITIONS I THE CAMPS WHERE THEY LIVED. A UNIOH
CALLED THE CAMLU. WENT TO THE CAMPS TD RELP TO EE

8

WHEN THE GROWERS WOULD MOT LISTEN TO THEM,
18,000 COTTON WORKERS WENT ON STRIKE ALL
UP AND DOWN THE VALLEY.Y

MOST OF THE WORKERS WERE MEX ICAK-AMERICANS. SOME
HAD FORMED UMNIONS BEFORE.THEIR FAMILIES \WERE USED To




BUT IM THE TO'WH OF PIXLEY A GAMG OF GROWERS

MURDERED TwWO WORKERS WHILE THEY WERE AT
A MEETING AND WOUNDED FOUR QTHERS!

IMSTEAD OF ARRESTING THE GROWERS \WHO HAD DOKME

THE 3HOOTWNG,THE POLICE ARRESTED S0ME OF THE
STRIKERS AND UNION LEADERS
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SOME WERE CONVICTED AND SENT TO JAIL.SOME WERE
SENT OUT OF THE COUNTRY.
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[AFTER THREE WEEWS THE STRIKE WAS LOST, BUT
TWO GO0D THINGS HAD HAPPEMED. FOR THE FIRST TIME,

FARMWORKERS FROM ALL OVER THE STATE HAb GOTEM
TOGETHER TO MAKE THEIR LWNES BETIER,
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BUT THE STRIKE L .
WENT c&r&n&ws PAPERS AMD POLICE HELFED THE GROWERS

GROWERS WERE ALSD
FORCED TO RALSE THE PAY OF COTTON WORKERS A LITTLE




1947 -STRIKE AT DiGIORGIO

EM 1943, MON |E WORKERS [N HOLLYWODD AND FARMWORKERS

THE MIE Tolh PEQOPLE ABSUT A STRIZE AT A BIG l_
FARM MEAR BAKERSFIELD.|

MADE A MONIE CALLEDR " POVERTY I THE VALLY OF PLEMTY™

THEY WOULDBN'T GET TOGETHER AND QRGANIZE. THEIR

THEWRHER'E-.HERE KEFT SEPARATE TO MAKE SURE

PAY WAS VERY LOW, |

=

ONE. OF THE UNION MEMBERS WORKING NEARBT WAS A
YOUNG MAN FROM ARIZONA NAMED CESAR CHAVEZ.

3 | BUT THE COMPANMY WOULD NOT TALK TO THE UNION.,

| | THE FARM WORKERS WENT OM STRIKE.

THE WORKERS WANTED BETTER 4H
WORKING CONDITIONS, IMPROVED SAHITATION AT THE CAMPS
WHERE THEY LINED, AND A RAISE OF 10 CEMTS Ak HOUR..




10

SEMDING FOOD AND MONEY TOTHE STRIKERS.IT BECAME

QTHER WORKERS FROM ALL OVER CALIFORNIARELPED BY | =
THE LONGEST FARMWORKER STRIKE IN AMERICAN HISTORY.| -
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GROWERS ATIACKED THE STRIKERS UBING GUNS. THE

HIRED SOMEONE TO MURDER, ONE OF THE UMION LEADERS,
BUT MO OME 'WAS EVER ARRESTED FOR THE 3H00TING-
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MANY WORKERS WERE SURE POLICE WERE HELPING |

THE GROWERS WENT TO (OURT AND SAID THE MONVIE

WAS NOT FAIR TO THEM.AGAIN THE JUDGE HELPED

THE _ﬁﬁWERﬁ. ﬁ-.G-':.'u.!‘-i :_,,—-_—-I?:I"':l'frfj—'_i —l = :IF ixi i

ke

FARMWORKERS KEFT UP THER, 3TRIKE . DURING THS TIME
" POVERTY IM THE VALLY OF PLENTY™ WAS SHOWH AROUND

THE STATE,LETTING PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT THE STRIKE .|

THE GROWERS &~ (

: i
THE UKION HAD TO ENDTHE i

EUT SMART PEOPLE, LIKE YOUNG CESAR CHAVEZ,

REMEMBERED WHAT HAD HAPPENED AND LEARMNED |

FROM IT. %

STRIKE . AND AGREE HOT TO EVER SHOW THE MOVIE AGAIN.




1965-THEANSWER

0N THE 17605, THINGS FOR FARMWORKERS WERE JUST
AS BAD AS EVER.THEIWR LIVES WERE 5TILL CONTROLLED

BY THE GROWE RS, THEY HAD NO STROMG UMIOMS TO
PROTECT THEM.\ ™ R

BECALSE OF THE POISON CHEMICALS USED BY THE
GROWERS TO KILL IMSECTS, FARMWORKERS LIVED
SHORTER LIVES THAN OTHER PEOPLE AND THEY MADE
ABOUT 8120 AN HOUR T = ————————r
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MANY STILL LIVED IN SHACKS AND TENTS IMN CAMPS
WHERE THERE WERE MO TOILETS OR RUNNING WATER .

THEIR_ CHILDREN HAD TO WORK,T00.S

WHEN THEIR CHILDREN COULD GO TO SCHOOL, FARMWORKERS)
CHIEDREN ARRIVED HUNGRY AND WITHOUT SHOES, OFTEN
OTHER KIDS MADE. FUN OF THEM. :

ATEACHER [N STOCKTON NAMED DOLORES HUERTA
REALIZED THAT SOMETHING HAD TO BE DOMWE_SHE
[LEFT TEACHING AND BECAME A COMMUMITY ORGANIZER

® 000

IN 1957, A
TV REPORTER MADE A FILM CALLED "HARVEST OF SHAME

WHICH SHOWED MANY PEOPLE HOW FARMWORKERS LIVED

BUT NOTHING CHANGED. THE GROWERS WERE T0O POWERFUL.
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LCHAVEL AMD DOLORES

|l THE GRAPE FIELDS OF DELAND N

[M 1965 , THE MOSTLY FILPIND WORKERS WENTOM STRIKE || THEIR PRESIDENT, LARRY ITLIOWG, ASKED CESAR

THE MATIOMAL FREM WORKERS ASSOTIATIONTO JOIW
THE STRIKE , S00M THOUSAMDS OF FARM WORKERS

HUERTA . MW LEADERS OF

WERE OM STRIKE ¥

EACH DAY, THE STRIKERS WENT OUT TO FARMS ALL AROLND]
DELAMO AND CALIFORNIA AND TRIED TO GET THE WO
Yy

)| [THE WORLD, PEOPLE HEARD

ALL OVER THE STATE, ALL ONER THE COUNTRY AND

ABLUT THE FARMWORKERS STRIKE.
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ALL OVER_AMERKA, THE FARMWORKERS ORGANIZED

A BOYCOTT-TUEY ASKED PEOPLE MOT T0 BUV GRAPES,
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THE STRIKE WAS NOMVIOLEMNT. EVEN WHEN THEY |
WERE ATTACKEDTHE STRIKERS WOULD NOT FIGHT
BRACK, BUT THEY \WOULD NOT RUM AW EITHER
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TN APRIL 1566 CESAR, CHAVEZ LED A MARCH FROM
DELANG TO THE STATE CAPITOL IN SACRAMENTO TO
ST LAWMAKERS TO LISTEN TO THE FARMWORKERS

HEROES.§
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ALL ALONG THE \WAY, PEQPLE GREETED THEM AS —|

BY THE TIME THEY ARRIVED IN SACRAMENTO,
PEOPLE WERE MARCHING WITH THEM. T
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AND THERE THEY GOT GOOD NEWS. DIGIORGIO AND SCHENLEY, TWO OF THE BIGGEST GROWERSAGREED

WORKERS 31,65 AN HOUR_IT WASA HUGE VICTORY. |
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OTHER STRIKES, OTHER BOYCOTS FOLLOWED. THE URW. || AT LAST THERE WAS AN ANSWER TO CALIFORNWS FARM
\WAS MORE THAN A UNIOR. IT HAD A CLINIC AND HEALTR ?ﬁzpﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁ'%tﬁﬁk%hﬁfﬁiﬂ%ﬁ%
PLANFOR IT5 MEMBERS, AND A BANK THAT MADE LOMNS || £\/gq\ane THOUGHT WAS INPOSSIBLE Tl

S0 MEMBERS COULD BUY HOUSES, T e e ey
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EVEN FROM ANOTHEAR UHIGN. .\ ‘-
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FOLLOWED, THE UFW. FACED NEW CHALLEMGES, F el - ki =
]THE GROWERS AND THEIR POLITICAL ALL weed- - - BBy - =
E-TIJT iT w:&FiraEm THATAFTER MORE THAM A CENTURY OF
AUSHLE, FARMWORKERS HAD LEARNED YOUCOULD
; THINGS BETTER 1F0U GET TOGETHER AND EHE.HJFLEE'.
A ) AS LESAR CHAVEL WhS FOND QFSAYING ..
J o

o 1 1
146, Wi 4 3

FROM PESTICIDES, WHICH 2

POISONED AND SICHKENED THE WORKERS AND THEIR Fﬁ.H-I'I..iIE.‘En.






