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Writing Awards

FIRST

United Teachers Los Angeles
Blasting the Broad-Walmart attack
By Kim Turner, Communications Specialist

Judges’ comments: Exposes the man behind 
the curtain — Eli Broad. Clearly delineates the 
motivation for privatizing schools. Excellent use of 
quotations especially from parents in the district.

SECOND

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
“Warning of Attacks on Public Education and 
Teachers’ Unions”
By Katharine Harer, Co Vice President and  
SCIO Lead Organizer

THIRD

United Educators of San Francisco
“AFT-Sponsored Pro-Social PD a Success”
By Matthew Hardy, Communications Director

HONORABLE MENTION

AFT College Staff Guild, Los Angeles
“All In To Win”
By Velma J. Butler, President; Dorothy Bates, First 
Vice President; Sandra Lepore, Executive Director; 
Steve Weingarten, Communications

Best News Writing



C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  A W A R D S  2 0 1 6 C A L I F O R N I A  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  T E A C H E R S ,  A F T ,  A F L - C I O3

FIRST

United Professors of Marin
“A Christmas Carol’
By Arthur Lutz, Editor

Judges’ comments: A wry, tongue-and-cheek 
new twist on income inequality and how to 
address it. Lovely little piece for a holiday issue —  
a literary labor history lesson in 300 words with 
unifying graphic presentation. One judge said,  
“It more than met our great expectations.”

SECOND

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
“Prez Sez – A Sad New Reality in Education”
By David Yancey, President

THIRD

Part Time Faculty Association of Allan 
Hancock
“New Contract at Hancock College a Sign that 
Unions are on the Rise”
By Mark James Miller, President

HONORABLE MENTION

United Educators of San Francisco
“With Listening Tour Now Complete, Time for 
Action!”
By Lita Blanc, President

Best Editorial or Column
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Best Feature Writing

FIRST

Glendale College Guild
Adjunct Junction: Voices of Adjuncts
By Julie Gamberg, Guild Second Vice President-
Adjunct Faculty Representative

Judges’ comments: Great job of collecting 
quotations and weaving them together in this 
alternative feature treatment that skillfully pulls 
together oral history in the Studs Terkel tradition. 
Quotations build upon one other in a powerful 
way and help tell the story in the members’ own 
words. 

SECOND

United Teachers Los Angeles
“The Parent-Community Connection”
By Kim Turner, Communications Specialist

THIRD

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
“Student Success: By Any Means Necessary?”
By Merle Cutler, CSM Professor of English 

HONORABLE MENTION 

United Professors of Marin
“Thanksgiving – A Day of Thanks – But For Whom?”
By Arthur Lutz, Editor
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Visual Awards

FIRST

United Teachers Los Angeles
“Making a Stand on Grand”
By Kim Turner, Communications Specialist

Judges’ comments: Compelling image that 
communicates power. Good use of inset to 
show impact and size of the rally. Non-standard 
compositon makes effective use of a person’s back 
and underscores the diversity in UTLA.

SECOND

Citrus College Adjunct Faculty Federation
“Student Debt” digital illustration”
By Mark Wessel

THIRD

San Francisco Community College District 
Federation of Teachers

“Are You Dating a Narcissist?”
By Nancy Husari, ESL instructor and cartoonist

HONORABLE MENTION (TIE)

AFT College Staff Guild-Los Angeles
“Holiday 5k Run for Shoes That Fit Campaign”
By Velma J. Butler, President; Leilani Piernas, 
E-Board Delegate; Margaret Duncan, Classified 
Member; Luz Nunez, Classified Member; Milagros 
Castillo, E-Board Chapter Chair

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
“Part Time Medical Stipend: Sign Up Now!”
By Michelle Kern, CSM Part Timer Representative 
and SCIO Organizer

Best Original Art or Photograph
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FIRST

San Francisco Community College District 
Federation of Teachers
“The Epic Battle Continues”
By Alisa Messer, Political Director

Judges’ comments: Professional, clear, and 
attractive with a great color palette. A creative 
way to report the long battle if you don’t have 
time to read in-depth articles. One judge said,  
“It’s a timeline that saves time.”

SECOND

United Teachers Los Angeles
“Build the Future, Fund the Fight” campaign 
By Carolina Barreiro, Communications Specialist

THIRD

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
“In Memory of Kieron Connolly and Paul Humann”
By David Yancey, President

Best Use of Graphics
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FIRST

United Professors of Marin 
UPM recruitment flyer
By Arthur Lutz, Newsletter Editor

Judges’ comments: How many times do you see 
a dodo on a flyer? It’s attention-grabbing and has 
a whiff of intellectualism with the bird’s scientific 
name. One judge said, “Don’t be a dodo — join 
the union.”

SECOND

ABC Federation of Teachers-Retired
“Now It’s Your Time to Celebrate the Rewards  
of Retirement”
By Dennis Cox, President

Best Flyer or Poster: Fewer than 500 members
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FIRST

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
“Part Time Medical Stipend: Sign up Now!”
By Michelle Kern, CSM Part-Timer Rep and  
SCIO Organizer

Judges’ comments: Nice visual way to 
communicate an important issue with excellent 
send-up of a flow chart and a faculty member’s 
original illustration. One judge said, “It really 
grabs me.”

SECOND

Coast Federation of Classified Employees
“Holiday Party flyer”
By Katherine Reedy, Executive Director

THIRD 

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
“Celebration of the Life of Kieron Connolly”
By Patti Berg, Office Manager

HONORABLE MENTION 

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild
“In Our Best Interest”
By Tina Ramlall Epherson, Communications 
Coordinator

Best Flyer or Poster: More than 500 members
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Newsletter Awards

FIRST

Early Childhood Federation
Making a difference every day
By PACE Board Members: Mary Pimentel, Chair; 
Gloria Garcia, Vice President; Sonia Rodriguez, 
Parliamentarian; Marie Castillo, Secretary; Monica 
Guerrero, Board Member; Diana Fraire, Organizer

Judges’ comments: Visually appealing banner 
that uses the letters of the alphabet. Provides a 
sense of unity and connects workers scattered 
in far flung places. The judges say, “Keep the 
newsletter going!”

Best Single-Page Newsletter: Fewer than 500 members
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FIRST

AFT College Staff Guild
Hot Off the Press
By Velma J. Butler, President; Dorothy Bates, First 
Vice President; Sandra Lepore, Executive Secretary; 
Steve Weinarten, Communications

Judges’ comments: Succint helpful information. 
A little bit of information on numerous topics –  
a quick digestible read for busy college staff.

Best Single-Page Newsletter: More than 500 members
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FIRST

UC-AFT Riverside
The Raven
By Carla Arbagey, President

Judges comments: A constantly evolving creative 
effort in a literary style that provides substance for 
librarians. Well-researched and contemporary – a 
new take on a union newsletter. The local is hav-
ing fun with the medium and it really makes you 
want to check out the next issue.

SECOND

Citrus College Adjunct Faculty Federation 
Local Update
By Mark Wessel, Editor

Best Four-Page Newsletter: Fewer than 500 members
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FIRST

Coast Federation of Classified Employees
BUM Bulletin
By Katherine Reedy, Executive Director; Ann 
Nicholson, President; Connie Marten, Golden West 
College Vice President

Judges’ comments: Content-rich, engaging, 
and fun — with many photos of members doing 
things. “It makes me feel like I want to get to 
know my local,” said one judge. ‘Ask Rosie’ is a 
great department that provides helpful information 
for members at work and at home.

SECOND

Peralta Federation of Teachers
The Peralta Teacher

By Matthew Goldstein, President; Ed Jaramillo, 
President; Debby Weintraub, Communications 
Director; Matthew Goldstein, Communications 
Director

THIRD

AFT College Staff Guild-Los Angeles
In Strength and Unity
By Velma J. Butler, President; Dorothy Bates, First 
Vice President; Sandra Lepore, Executive Secretary; 
Steve Weingarten, Communications

HONORABLE MENTION

State Center Federation of Teachers
The Federalist
By Leah Unruh, Editor

Best Four-Page Newsletter: More than 500 members
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FIRST

ABC Federation of Teachers-Retired
ABCFT Retirees
By Julien Minard, Historian and Editor

Judges’ comments: Provides a wide range of 
information on topical issues that affect retirees. 
Encourages and maintains engagement with the 
union and each other. One judge said, “It keeps 
the nose under the tent.”

SECOND

Newport-Mesa Federation of Teachers-
Retired
N-MFT Retired
By Donna Ewing, Vice Chair Communications

THIRD

United Professors of Marin 
UPM Newsletter
By Arthur Lutz, Editor

Best Six-Plus-Page Newsletter: Fewer than 500 members
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FIRST

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
The Advocate
By Eric Brenner, Editor

Judges’ comments: Very professional and 
content rich. Stays on message and follows 
workplace topics and union campaigns successfully 
over time.

SECOND

Adjunct Faculty United
AdFacts
By Judi McDuff, Executive Director

THIRD

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
Faculty Matters
By Barbara Hanfling, Editor; Farideh Dada, 
Assistant Editor; Patti Berg, Copy Edit/Layout; 
Ciaran MacGowan, Louis Bermudez & Barbara 
Hanfling, Photos

Best Six-Plus-Page Newsletter: More than 500 members
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FIRST

United Teachers Los Angeles
United Teacher
By Kim Turner, Communications Specialist

Judges’ comments: It’s extensive, professional, 
frequent, and newsy — with lots of photos. 
Covers the union perspective from a broad range 
of constituencies, yet examines bigger issues. One 
judge said, “I look at this and I say, ‘My union is 
active and engaged.’”

SECOND

United Educators of San Francisco
San Francisco Educator
By Matthew Hardy, Communications Director

THIRD

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild
Read On
By Robert Fulton, Managing Editor; Deborah Kaye, 
Editor

Best Tabloid Newsletter



C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  A W A R D S  2 0 1 6 C A L I F O R N I A  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  T E A C H E R S ,  A F T ,  A F L - C I O16

FIRST

San Francisco Community College District 
Federation of Teachers
AFT 2121 E-News
By Athena Waid, Organizer

Judges’ comments: Just the right amount of 
graphics, and just the right number of links. The 
layout encourages continued reading and makes 
good use of the medium.

SECOND

United Educators of San Francisco
UESF eNews
By Matthew Hardy, Communications Director

THIRD

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
AFT 1493: The Advocate Newsletter
By Eric Brenner, Editor

Best Email Newsletter
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Web & Social Media Awards

FIRST

Cabrillo College Federation of Teachers
ccft.cabrillo.org
By David Lau, Communications Director

Judges’ comments: Easy to find what you need, 
be it the contract, ways to contact officers and 
representatives, or professional issues important to 
members. Clean, simple, inviting site — easy on 
the eye.

SECOND

Part-Time Faculty Associatioof Allan 
Hancock College
pfaofahc.com
By Dorran Nadeau, Webmaster

THIRD

Part Time Faculty United at College of  
the Canyons
aftcoc.org

Best Website: Fewer than 500 members 
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FIRST

United Educators of San Francisco
uesf.org
By Matthew Hardy, Communications Director

Judges’ comments: Up-to-date content features 
members in the workplace, at rallies, and in the 
community. Compelling photos and videos on 
homepage and throughout the site. Consistent and 
uncluttered design with well-organized navigation. 
Good Facebook and Twitter integration.

SECOND (TIE) 

United Teachers Los Angeles
utla.net 
By Tammy Lyn Gann, Communications Specialist 
Website

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
aft1493.org 
By Eric Brenner, Webmaster

THIRD

AFT College Staff Guild
local1521a.org
By Velma J. Butler, President; Scott Matsuda, 
Support Staff

HONORABLE MENTION 

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
fa-aft6157.org
By Patti Berg, Office Manager

Best Website: More than 500 members 
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FIRST

United Teachers Los Angeles
Facebook.com/UTLAnow
By Tammy Lyn Gann, Communications Specialist 
Website

Judges’ comments: Frequent, almost daily 
posts, picture members and the larger community 
engaged in current events, union and education 
issues. One judge said, “This facebook page 
makes me think that if I were to get involved, I’d 
meet great folks and have fun while fighting for 
important issues.”

SECOND (TIE)

United Educators of San Francisco
Facebook.com/uesf61
By Matthew Hardy, Communications Director

San Francisco Community College District 
Federation of Teachers
Facebook.com/aft2121
By Alisa Messer, Political Director; Athena Waid, 
Community Organizer

THIRD

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
Facebook.com/AFT1493
By Michelle Kern, CSM Part Timer Rep and  
SCIO Organizer

HONORABLE MENTION

Coast Federation of Classified Employees
Facebook.com/cfce4794
By Katherine Reedy, Executive Director

Best Use of Social Media 



C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  A W A R D S  2 0 1 6 C A L I F O R N I A  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  T E A C H E R S ,  A F T ,  A F L - C I O20

Campaigns & Special Projects

FIRST

Part-Time Faculty Association of Allan 
Hancock College
All Staff Day Presentation, Fall 2015
By Mark James Miller, President

Judges’ comments: Extensive analysis of what 
the union does for you and how it relates back 
to the member. A model union welcome to the 
workplace. 

SECOND

ABC Federation of Teachers-Retired
ABC Federation of Teachers’ Retiree Union Honors 
Cy Brown
By Julien Minard, Editor

Best Single Effort: Fewer than 500 members
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FIRST

San Francisco Community College District 
Federation of Teachers
Top Ten Lies of the ACCJC
By Li Miao Lovett, Communications; Alisa Messer, 
Political Director

Judges’ comments: Beautifully designed and 
distilled to the essence of the problem. An 
alternative treatment that is effective, reader-
friendly and adaptable to multiple media. 

SECOND

United Educators of San Francisco
We Walked The Line in ‘79
By David Clisham, Esq., former UESF Staff 
Representative

THIRD

Cerritos College Faculty Federation
Interview with the New President Fierro
By Jack Swanson, English professor & for-
mer Communications Chair; Craig Breit, 
Communications Chai

HONORABLE MENTION

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
Strategic Campaign Initiative Update
By Katharine Harer, SCIO Lead Organizer; Michelle 
Kern, SCIO Part Time Organizer

Best Single Effort: More than 500 members
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United Teachers Los Angeles 
Build the Future, Fund the Fight Campaign
By UTLA Communications Staff 
Judge’s comments: Uses different platforms 
to deliver coherent message with strong visual 
identity. Demonstrates how important it is for the 
union to have the resources necessary to advocate 
for all unit members. One judge said, “A successful 
dues campaign that made dollars and sense.”

SPECIAL AWARD

Kick Ass Campaign
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FIRST

Part-Time Faculty Association of Allan 
Hancock College
President’s Letter
By Mark James Miller, President

Judges’ comments: Provides an eclectic take on 
the life of a local union that keeps members in the 
loop. One judge said, “The ‘Mark’ of a good union 
leader.”

Best Bulletin Series: Fewer than 500 members
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FIRST (TIE)

San Francisco Community College District 
Federation of Teachers
Bargaining Bulletin
By Li Miao Lovett, Communications; Athena Waid, 
Organizer; Tim Killikelly, President; 2121 Members, 
Community Supporters

AFT College Staff Guild
Negotiations Bulletin
By Velma J. Butler, President; Dorothy Bates, First 
Vice President; Sandra Lepore, Executive Director

Judges’ comments: You can really see what 
the unions are doing at the bargaining table 
— building confidence and transparency in the 
process. These answer the question, “What has 
your union done for you lately?”

SECOND

Coast Federation of Classified Employees
Table Talk
By Connie Marten, Golden West College Vice 
President; Katherine Reedy, Executive Director; 
Ann Nicholson, President

THIRD

Peralta Federation of Teachers
PFT e-Communications/PCCD Boardwatch
By Ed Jaramillo, President; Matthew Goldstein, 
Communications Director

HONORABLE MENTION

Salinas Valley Federation of Teachers
Eye on the Board
By Juan Campos, Editor & Writer

Best Bulletin Series: More than 500 members
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FIRST

UC-AFT Riverside 
Fall Organization Campaign at UCR
By Carla Arbagey, President

Judges’ comments: Good job of reaching 
students and their families to raise awareness. 
Top-notch visuals and text make concrete to 
students the contributions of librarians and 
lecturers to their education. Assemblyman Jose 
Medina’s appearance drew even more public 
attention.

SECOND

Part Time Faculty Association of Allan 
Hancock College
Public Outreach Campaign 2016
By Mark James Miller, President

Best Public Relations: Fewer than 500 members
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FIRST

United Educators of San Francisco
Keeping San Francisco Teachers and Paras in  
San Francisco
By Matthew Hardy, Communications Director

Judges’ comments: A really good job of putting 
a human face to the problem of skyrocketing 
housing costs in San Francisco. UESF is holding 
to its values and encouraging city leaders to 
do the right thing by workers. Earned excellent 
placement in local media for educators’ stories of 
displacement.

SECOND

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
November 2015 Board of Trustees Election 
Campaign
By Maurice Goodman, Candidate; Katharine Harer, 

Co-Vice President, SCIO Lead Organizer; Sam 
Sanchez, Skyline Photography Instructor; Michelle 
Kern, CSM Part Timer Representative and SCIO 
Organizer

THIRD

San Francisco Community College District 
Federation of Teachers
Workers’ Rights Board Hearing: Future of Higher 
Ed in San Francisco
By AFT 2121 Faculty, leaders, organizers; 
California Faculty Association; SEIU 1021; Jobs 
with Justice-San Francisco

HONORABLE MENTION

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
Enhancing Opportunities One Book at a Time
By Frank Espinoza, Vice President

Best Public Relations: More than 500 members
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United Teachers Los Angeles 
Video: Fighting Back Against National and 
International Attacks on Unions
By Tammy Lyn Gann, Communications Specialist 
Website

Judges’ comments: Insightful video that 
illustrates the global extent of this problem yet 
does not have an ideological feel. One judge said, 
“The overarching goal of these people — who 

seem to have nothing better to do with all their 
money but dismantle public education —  is 
to build a “gig economy” for educators that 
dismantles pension security and workplace rights.” 
Another said, “I found this moving and scary, but 
am encouraged that an international movement 
is building. It shows that the quest for dignity and 
fair labor is part of who we are as humans – and it 
extends beyond all borders.”

SPECIAL AWARD

Jim Herndon Award 


