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The Board discussed their priorities: working with the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the governor, and the legislature to close the achievement gap, and rethinking secondary education in California. They are also looking at the API as an instrument, does it reflect their aspirations, and what is being measured and how it is being measured.  The SBE is considering new indicators but must consider are they valid and reliable, do they add value, and are they sensitive (helpful in discriminating between schools).

The Board changed the composition of the Title I Committee of Practitioners, decreasing the total membership from 30 to 19 and cutting the teacher members from 6 to 4. They also now require applicants to provide evidence of demonstrated experience with Title I laws and regulations. This is a very difficult requirement for teachers because they do not work with these laws and regulations on a daily basis.

The SBE adopted the 2008 Reading/Language Arts-English-Language Development (RLA/ELA) Primary Adoption for instructional materials in kindergarten through grade eight (K-8). Nine basic programs, eight basic programs with English language development, three primary language programs with English language development, six intervention programs, and seven intervention programs for English learners were adopted. There should be a variety of programs from which to choose.

The item for the timeline waiver from the US Department of Education to allow California a reasonable amount of time to build capacity to implement the SBE policy that the Algebra I assessment serve as the sole test of record for the purposes of accountability for eighth grade mathematics for NCLB was pulled because of the temporary restraining order stemming from the lawsuit by ACSA and CSBA finding the SBE action to change the test illegal.

