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Susan Westbrook
I was not able to attend this meeting because of the AFT Convention, but below are the highlights.

The State Board approved the candidates proposed by the SBE Screening Committee for the English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC). This is a newly reconstituted committee. Shelly Spiegel-Coleman, Executive Director of Californians Together, was one of the candidates approved. The California Federation of Teachers is a member organization of Californians Together and we work with this group on English learner issues.

Staff provided the SBE with an overview of the plan and timeline for updating the Science Framework. In terms of the recommended areas for updating the criteria, the CDE seeks to expand the current appendix and revise chapters on technology, universal access, assessment, and professional development as well as clarify the framework in terms of hands-on activities. The CDE will also be working on new statutory requirements related to science education, such as environmental education, and integrating them into the framework. Focus group meetings will be held in late October and applications have been solicited for the Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) that are due in December. The CFCC will start meeting mid-2009.

Last March the SBE unanimously approved a contract amendment with Educational Testing Service (ETS) to move forward to develop a new test to substitute for the general math exam which was found to be out of compliance with NCLB because it tested sixth and seventh grade standards for eighth grade students. In the process of that work, the CDE sought advice from the assessment review panel about the blueprint for the new exam. The CDE then requested that SBE approve the revised mathematics blueprint. the blueprint presented meets the federal U.S. Department of Education requirements for a blueprint that is aligned to the state’s Algebra I Standards and is instructionally sensitive to those students that have not yet taken an Algebra I course. A member then moved, as the State Education Agency (SEA) the State Board of Education (SBE) directs SBE and California Department of Education (CDE) staff to work with the U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) to develop a compliance agreement whereby the Algebra 1 end of course exam becomes the sole test of record for federal accountability purposes under the No Child Left Behind Act for eighth grade mathematics. Further, SBE and CDE staff will work with the USDOE to establish an agreement that provides a reasonable transition period during which the State can build capacity across the system to achieve our goal of Algebra mastery for all eighth grade students. The Board intends that the required federal hearings on such an agreement take place in the late summer or early fall and that the agreement be ready for SBE review at its September 2008 board meeting. (The CDE has negotiated a four year time-line waiver which is yet to be finalized because of the Association of California School Administrators (ACSA) and the California School Boards Association’s (CSBA) lawsuit over this SBE action)
