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The Board has moved forward with guidelines for the English Language Advisory Committee (ELAC). The ELAC was created in 1999 and all members’ terms were allowed to expire. It is now being reconstituted and will have nine members. Individuals from the field will be encouraged to apply, including teachers, administrators, and parents. They will review curriculum materials, assessments, and training. A document will be put on the web at cde.ca.gov/be and the item will come up again at the July Board meeting.

The Board is continuing to work with the 97 school districts that are in Program Improvement. Ken Young, Riverside County Superintendent of Schools, was named the trustee of Coachella Valley and has started his work. Each of the  97 districts’ (Local Education Agency/LEA) plans will be posted on the web and will include a summary of those plans. The District Assistance and Intervention Teams (DAIT) will consider the fiscal capacity of the LEA to deliver on their recommendations. The Board adjusted the timelines to complete initial work. SB 606, if passed, will provide $47 million in federal funding for DAIT and curriculum materials to support district improvement. The Board reiterated that the requirement to improve, or to follow the directions of the DAIT, is not contingent on federal or state funding. These districts are in a difficult situation, especially if state funding is reduced in the next school year. The Board is creating a timeline of identification of the next cohort of PI districts. They will use the “Priority Assistance Index” as they did with the first 97 to prioritize the needs of these districts. 

The Board voted not to revoke the charter of Ridgecrest Charter School against the recommendation of the CDE staff. The API scores of this school are much lower than the surrounding schools; this school’s scores have declined, the other school’s scores have improved. The school also has not followed CDE suggestions for improvement. They must implement the recommendations of their assistance team from UCLA, report monthly to the CDE, and reapply for their charter during the next year.

During the March 2008 SBE meeting, the SBE requested CDE to provide the SBE with the February CAHSEE administration information and updates related to the estimated number of students meeting the CAHSEE requirement. Students in the Classes of 2006 and 2007 continue to take and pass the CAHSEE and increase their passing rate. Students in special education and English learners (ELs) exhibit a lower passing rate than all other groups. The inclusion of the subgroup of special education students for the Class of 2008 (because the Special Education exemption expired) resulted in a 3.6 point decline in the rate for “All Students.”  Each subsequent class is increasing its passing rate for each subgroup. ELs and students receiving special education services continue to lag behind the other subgroups.

The federal government has provided states flexibility under NCLB to develop modified tests based on grade-level standards for up to two percent of the state’s pupils. In 2007, the SBE adopted California Modified Assessment (CMA) blueprints that are aligned to California grade-level content standards for grades three through eight in ELA (including a writing test for grades four and seven), grades three through seven in mathematics and for grades five and eight in science.  The CMA is being administered for the first time this spring for grades three through five. New CMA items will be field tested in grades six through eight in fall 2008. The CMA writing test in grades four and seven will also be field tested in fall 2008. Grades three through eight are scheduled to be administered next spring.

The Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) are being administered operationally for grades two through seven this spring. It is anticipated that grades two through eleven will be administered next spring. Thus, in 2009, the STS will replace Aprenda 3, the current designated primary language test at all grade levels.

STAR Parent and Teacher Focus Groups: Released Test Question Communication Plan: As part of the STAR Program’s Released Test Question Communication Plan, Educational Testing Service (ETS) in collaboration with the CDE and the SBE staff selected items that would enhance communication to parents, stakeholders, and the general public about the differentiation among performance levels on the CSTs. As part of that effort, two draft exemplar-based communication brochures and sample Web pages were developed and presented to parent and teacher focus groups in Sacramento, Fresno, and Los Angeles.  The focus group recommended that the CDE create a new version of the brochure that would simplify the language and text formatting to make the information more accessible. They felt that an internet-only approach is not acceptable and must complement the paper brochures and the web site should include links to other types of information.
