State Board of Education March 12-14, 2008 Meeting

Susan Westbrook

The State Board appointed a new Executive Director. Debra Merle was education policy advisor to the Governor of Washington.

History-Social Science Framework Update

CDE is seeking legislation to adjust the current calendar for the adoption of kindergarten through grade eight instructional materials. The new proposed deadline for SBE final action on the update of the History–Social Science Framework would be May 2010. 

The update of the History–Social Science Framework will involve the following major components: 

1. Focus Groups - The CDE shall convene four public focus groups of educators in different regions of California to provide comment to the Curriculum Commission and the SBE. These meetings will be held in spring and summer 2008, with sessions planned for Sacramento, the Bay Area, and southern California. The focus groups will allow members of the public to submit comments before the actual work of the Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) begins. 

2. Scholarly Review - The CDE, in consultation with the California History–Social Science Project will solicit information from scholars on areas in the current framework where current and confirmed research calls for an update of the framework content. 

3. Alignment to Other Standards-Based Frameworks - To bring the History–Social Science Framework in alignment with standards-based frameworks in reading/language arts, mathematics, and science, the CDE proposes adding new chapters on Assessment, Universal Access, and Professional Development.

4. Statutory Requirements - The framework update must reflect changes in statute affecting the history–social science curriculum that have been enacted since the last revision of the History–Social Science Framework. These statutes specifically require that certain topics be referenced in the framework.

5. Curriculum Framework and Criteria Committee - Recruitment for members of the CFCC will take place during the spring and summer of 2008. A majority of CFCC members must be kindergarten through grade twelve teachers at the time of appointment. At least one teacher shall have experience in providing instruction to English Learners, and at least one teacher shall have experience in providing instruction to students with disabilities.

6. Field Review, Commission Action, State Board Approval - Following receipt of the CFCC’s draft framework, the Curriculum Commission will review the document and approve it for a 60-day field review during August and September 2009. 

Approval of the 2008-20012 California State Plan for Career Technical Education (Perkins Act)
The Board approved the plan, which included a split in the funding between secondary education and community colleges based on enrollment. K-12 will receive approximately 45% and community college 46%. The remainder will go to adult education and ROPs.

U.S. Department of Education Peer Review of Standards and Assessment
The Board approved the development of a new grade eight-mathematics test to satisfy the Department of Education finding concerning the inadequacy of the current General Mathematics CST. The new test would be for students not enrolled in algebra and would assess algebra readiness skills. The ED will conduct technical reviews of science assessments this winter and next spring.

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Recommendations Related to California’s Assignment of Corrective Actions for Local Educational Agencies in Program Improvement
The Board approved the following actions for 97 local educational agencies (LEAs):

Recommendation 1: Assign Sanction F to each PI LEA in Corrective Action: “Instituting and fully implementing a new curriculum that is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including providing appropriate professional development based on scientifically-based research for all relevant staff, that offers substantial promise of improving educational achievement for high priority pupils.”

Recommendation 2: Require each LEA to amend its LEA Plan or Plan Addendum identifying objectives and action steps to fully implement the sanction. 

Recommendation 3: Require Coachella Valley Unified School District (CVUSD), which accepted a supplemental grant in 2005 and in consideration agreed to only the harshest sanctions under federal law, to also contract with a SBE-appointed trustee to undertake prescribed duties.

Recommendation 4: Reserve the right for the SBE to invoke additional sanctions for PI LEAs in Corrective Action at any time. 

The Board required that:

• Six LEAs identified as in most need of improvement individually contract with a SBE-assigned county office of education District Assistance and Intervention Team (DAIT) to analyze data, make recommendations to improve student achievement, and provide the LEA with technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and any recommendations made by the DAIT.

• 38 LEAs identified as next most in need individually contract with an approved DAIT from among those listed on the CDE Web site to analyze data; make recommendations to improve student achievement; and provide the LEA with technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and any recommendations made by the DAIT. 

• 44 LEAs in the next group use state-identified PI instruments to analyze LEA needs and access technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and remove barriers to student achievement that led to LEA advancement in PI.
• the last seven LEAs must address the specific reasons the LEA failed to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets. 

Appeal of Findings in respect to the Proposed Camarillo Unified School District 

The CDE recommended that the unification of Pleasant Valley School District, Somis Union School District and Camarillo High School (part of Oxnard Union High School District). The Board held a hearing on an appeal of the findings that the proposed unification substantially met the requirement that it not promote racial or ethnic discrimination or segregation. This unification would substantially increase the minority population of OUHSD. The district appealed this and other findings, including that the vote on unification should only include Pleasant Valley and Somis districts. The Board voted to approve the unification but required the vote to include all of OUHSD. A partial victory. I spoke in support of OUHSD and the Oxnard Federation of Teachers.
