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Early Childhood/K-12 Council Minutes
February 6, 2009 5:00 PM, Crowne Plaza Hotel Burlingame 

1. The agenda was moved, seconded and approved with additions including the presentation of CFT President, Marty Hittelman 
2. The minutes of the 10-10-09 meeting were moved, seconded and approved 
3. CFT President’s Report, Marty Hittelman:
The Senate stimulus plan approved budget is $45Billion below House proposal.  Members are urged to call Senators Feinstein (202) 224-3841 and Boxer (415) 403-0100 to express concerns.

February 10th members are encouraged to wear Union colors (blue) in support of educational funding needs and Union issues.

Radio adds soon to air were read addressing the deficient per pupil spending amount, fair tax policies, and CA Labor Federation concerns of taking away rights through budget acts
4. EC K-12 President Sue Westbrook reported as well as gave handout for legislative action 2009-2010:  new language has been introduced to better describe achieving academic standards and improving student performance.  Discussion revealed a desire to condense content standards to be assessed on to make a reasonable, attainable assignment for teachers.  Resolution may appear on floor at convention.

The framework for a better K-12 Data system was voted down in discussion:  teacher evaluation must never be linked to student achievement.

The Education Coalition Principles, Building a Statewide Longitudinal Educational Data System was dropped in a tie vote.  We must have content standards assessment before this is implemented.

Proposition 98-a short primer was distributed with a position paper on educational budget proposals

Talking points from AFT’s Fight for America’s Future was distributed.

There is a court injunction against the SBE requiring algebra testing required of all eighth grade students. The Educational Specialist Teaching Credential was approved at the CTC.  All mathematics credentials are under review.  Names and resumes of persons who would like to serve on this committee are requested this weekend.

There is a disconnect between API and AYP.  The API does not look at student progress year to year. Fair and transparent funding is essential for education.

The Department of Education reviewed preschool curricula:  no play was included at all in the health standards.

Sue Westbrook and two CFT legislative staff attended Jack O’Connell’s State of Education Address.  The SPI more is needed to close the achievement gap; non-mandated CDE site visits were suspended to save precious funding

The Children Now report is out for CA:  we earned grades of 2 Cs and 1 B.

5. Legislative Action Plan:  Judy reported we must improve academic success with $9Billion and 45 programs the job is not getting done; goal is to be more strategic and more flexible, therefore reducing categorical funding

Everyone is encouraged to wear his or her Union Blue February 10th.  Go to aft.org for talking points on health care and human services related to educational issues.

Loan forgiveness is desired to extend to school nurses as it is with teachers to help attract school nurses to the profession.

6.
California Department of Education Data Principals (McKinsey Report) 

7.
Resolutions:  These will be presented at the Convention:  resolutions may also be submitted from the floor.

8.
Other 

Linda Plack discussed a movement to lower standards for speech pathologists.  The communication development credential  (separate from speech and language credential) is classroom based, to help students in the classroom on language issues. The Special Education Committee discussed the Communication Development Credential.  Aphasic students receive the services of a licensed speech pathologist.  Speech/language personnel are going into clinical settings rather than education with pay being a concern.

UESF had successful rally in San Francisco and sent messages with photo to the Governor, Senators, Assemblypersons.  We need leadership and a good plan.  Go to UESF.org for media coverage view.

Third tier Credential: Master teachers are wanted to stay in the classroom

Barbara Kimmel reported a survey is going out for all to complete on how we can retain teachers.   The research-based survey is based upon what has been done in North Carolina, Nevada, and Arizona.

Friday, March 13th, is pink slip day.  Union members are to capture media attention of the issues. March 16th, buses and teams of educators will travel to Sacramento.

9.
Reports:  Handouts were available 

a. State Board of Education 

b. Commission on Teacher Credentialing 

c. State Budget update:  Patty Cox reported CFT is tracking the impact of what will happening in each district with proposed budgets is revealed. 
d. Teacher Retention
e. Nursing
f. Early Childhood Lobby Day
10. 
Local Reports were centered around the dismal educational budget, salary and benefit negotiations, shortened work year discussions with furlough days, unfair labor practices, parcel taxes for class size reduction preservation; superintendent search; arbitration
11.
Adjourn Meeting was adjourned at 6:36 PM for dinner and entertainment.

By Pat Christie


