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Early Childhood/K-12 Council

Early Childhood/K-12 Council Minutes

October 10, 2008

Oakland Marriott City Center

1. Sue Westbrook called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

2. The Agenda was moved, seconded, approved with a few additions, changes.

3. Minutes of 5-16-2008 were moved, seconded and approved as submitted.

4. Update from Marty Hittelman, CFT President: 

The budget situation is terrible!  We are $3 billion out of whack.

12.5% has been deposited into the Rainy Day Fund reserve with caution not to use it.  The public vote may occur in June 2008.

The Governor will suspend COLAs. Rallies have been held to protect education.  Even some Republicans have been in support.

The CA Labor Federation is upset. Overtime has been taken away from workers in Silicon Valley.  A 2/3’s vote is needed to pass the budget.  An initiative is planned to change this.  The Senate is two short of a Democratic super majority.

The CFT budget is better than the State’s budget. 

Advice to Council Presidents:  negotiate hard to keep salaries and benefits.  Develop contingency plans for when things get better.  Get binding arbitration.  Always get something for what you give.

5. President Sue Westbrook distributed handouts and discussed:

California Constitution Resolution (passed by CFT Executive Council)

Resolution on Proposition 13

Constitution Early Childhood, K-12 Council, California Federation of Teachers

State Board of Education, July 9-10, 2008

California Curriculum Correlating Council Fall Meeting, September 27, 2008

Budget Fiasco, legislation awaiting Governor’s signature or veto, White     Paper CA Curriculum Correlating Council (4Cs)

Commission on Teacher Credentialing, August 7-8, 2008

California Student Attendance Review Board (Barbara Owens)

Jack O’Connell’s invite of comments on Reading/Language Arts-English Language Development Instructional Resources news release

Application for the Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee for the Science Framework 

News Release of Governor’s Announcement of Focus Groups to Update Science Framework

EC/K-12 Council Conference, February 6-7, 2009, Burlingame Crowne Plaza Hotel

6. Closing the Achievement Gap Report of Superintendent Jack O’Connell’s             California P-16 Council handout

7. Group Activity:  Resolutions

a. Majority vote for California budget:  it was moved, seconded and approved to get budget passed with a simple majority vote

b. Amend Proposition 13 Re: corporate income tax with the goal of creating a split roll tax that will remedy this serious problem and help raise the necessary revenue for the state’s educational system

c. Recommendations for the reauthorization of Elementary and  Secondary Education Act was discussed, moved, seconded and approved to be forwarded to the Educational Issues Committee

d. Discussion to endorse new resolution HR 7063

8. Reports

a. State Board of Education: Sue was unable to attend the meeting due to AFT Convention, but gave handout of highlights.

b. Commission on Teacher Credentialing August 7-8, 2008:  

i. Recommendations to establish a single subject teaching authorization in foundational-level general science and adoption of subject matter standards

ii. Adoption of career technical education program standards

iii. Update on implementation of the 2003 administrative services credential standards

c. Legislation:  Locals were encouraged a look at SB 259, military leave for teachers called to active duty.

d. State Budget update:  Patty Cox kindly stated the budget is the worst seen in a long time.  All employer organizations are concerned about mid year cuts.  There is a 0.68% COLA, the county office has a 1% COLA.  

      Prognosis:  terrible

e. Teacher Retention:  Barbara Kimmel

i. Look at the Strategic Action Plan for Recruitment, Preparation and Retention of Special Education Personnel (Rev. Jan. 2007)

f. CA Student Attendance Review Board:  Barbara Owens reported handbook on running SARB has been rewritten to be available on CDE website

g. Early Childhood Education:  Elaine reported quality early childhood education has benefited from the Packard grant.  There is a new brochure to give out….please ask Sandra for more.

h. 4 C’s handout:  Algebra teachers needed caused by Algebra 1 assessment requirement; white paper document was reviewed

i. Governor’s Committee on Education Excellence Report of July 31 and June 3 meetings handout given by Sue Westbrook and Linda Plack

9. Local reports were given.

10. The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Pat Christie RN

Secretary


