EC/K-12 President’s Report for Governance Meeting 2/6/09

Algebra Requirement
Sacramento Superior Court Judge Sheelyanne Chang issued a Preliminary Injunction against the State Board of Education's (read Governor Schwarzenegger) mandate to require all 8th grade students be tested in algebra.  She indicated that the state board adopted the policy without proper public notice and overstepped their legal authority.  The judge, in making her decision, also noted that nearly one-half of all fifth-graders are not proficient in basic math and "approximately one-third of the state's middle school Algebra I teachers are either underprepared or teach out-of-field".
CTC

Approved new program standards for the Education Specialist Teaching Credential; Discussed Mathematics Specialist Credential, it needs updating – need to appoint panelist for this. The Commission has broadened the charge of this panel to look at all the Math Credentials to make sure that they prepare the candidate to teach what is authorized on the credential. 

State Board of Education 

Adopted World Language Content Standards – the panel did their work on their own dime; Updating The Mathematics Framework – need panelists; Revising Health Framework (because of new health standards) – need panelists; Looking at ways to change the accountability system – presentation by Rob Manwaring from Education Sector.

Preschool

CDE did review sessions for the new Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2: Visual and Performing Arts, Physical Development, and Health; I was able to attend two review sessions. I noted that play was not included in the Health foundations. There was a public hearing on both the new foundations and the Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 1 mid January. The Framework should be published in the fall.

Children Now – California Report Card ‘09

California earned a C in Early Care and Education; we earned a C- in K-12 Education and a B+ in After School Education. Available at childrennow.org.

LAO Report – Improving Academic Success for Economically Disadvantaged Children
Despite 45 programs and $9 billion to support 3 million ED students, they continue to perform below expectations and below their non-economically disadvantaged peers. The state needs to be more strategic and more flexible in its approach. Available at lao.ca.gov.

