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Early Childhood/K-12 Council Minutes
March 20, 2009 7:00 PM, Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel

1. The meeting was called to order by Sue Westbrook at 7:06 PM.

2. The Agenda was moved, seconded, approved with changes of order, addition of Employee Free Choice Act, as #9.

3. The EC/K-12 Council Election was held under the direction of Richard Hathaway, Nominations Chair, Carlos Garcia, Sharon Peregin, Alice Rice, Jo Valesquez, staff members Martin Mota and Leticia Castro.  All those nominated were elected by acclimation.


President:  Gary Ravani


Senior Vice President:  Barbara Kimmel


Vice Presidents:  Elaine Meriweather and Daniel Barnhart


Secretary:  Linda Plack

4. CFT President’s Report:  Marty Hittelman reported on the horrible budget. There is a $40 billion hole in California’s finances.  26,000 teachers received pink slips in California. $11.6 billion in cuts are expected within the next 15 months.  He also addressed the need to eliminate the two-thirds vote on the state budget, ending minority rule.  He reviewed the propositions 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, and 1E, which were placed on the ballot by the legislature as part of the budget deal and he suggested positions for CFT to take.  The topics of teacher evaluation, recruiting incentives, merit pay, and appointments to the State Board of Education and Dr. Glenn Thomas as Secretary of Education were also mentioned.

5. Legislation:  Judy Michaels, Dolores Sanchez, and Jeff Freitas presented proposed legislation during the CFT Legislative Action Report. Bills were discussed, positions were discussed and taken, and some positions were changed based upon current information and the will of the EC K-12 Council.  A member brought up two bills being supported by the CA School Nurses Organization.  These two bills, AB 1439, Swanson, to uphold he Nurse Practice Act in Education Code and SB 155 Wright, Loan Forgiveness.  These bills were added to our list of bills for the full report. CFT will write letters in support.

6. President’s Report:  Sue Westbrook reported that President Obama has proposed five pillars of reform: investing in early childhood initiatives; encouraging better standards and assessments; recruiting, preparing, and rewarding outstanding teachers; promoting innovation by supporting charter schools, reforming the school calendar, and the structure of the school day; and providing a quality higher education for all. Two of these initiatives are troubling for the CFT, the assumption that all charter schools promote innovation and excellence and that merit pay improves teacher retention and student achievement. She is on CTC panel to update the California Standards for the Teaching Profession (CSTPs). The web site for the CSTP update is http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/CSTP.html. Currently you can take a survey on the draft standards. On March 13 the CTC had a meeting and webcast explaining the current Special Education Credentialing reform. The webcast, agenda, and handouts are available at http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/special-education.html. The State Board has approved an additional Statewide Benefit Charter and voted to expand an existing one. The governor appointed two new SBE members, both involved with charter schools.

7. State Budget:  Patty Cox reported on the CFT Research Brief, The 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 State Education Budget, and the Summary of Pre K-12 Education Provisions- American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (6 pages). Information was distributed and discussed. 

8. Resolutions:  None

9. The importance of the Employee Free Choice Act was discussed with support.

10. Reports:  Handouts: the Substitute Report; the Commission on Teacher Credentialing January 29, 2009; The California Curriculum Correlating Council Summit 2-27-28, 2009; Improving Special Education Services (ISES) Stakeholder Meeting.

11. Local Reports were given.  A few districts had no pink slips, one had over 200 given; There have been furlough days, administrative cuts, certificated and classified cuts. Locals participated in rallies around the state.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:37 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Pat Christie, RN

EC/K-12 Council Secretary

