EC/K-12 Council President’s Report

On the budget front, according to the SPI, more than 26,590 teachers and other school staff have received the pink slips as of March 14, which is one day before the annual March 15 statutory deadline for districts to issue layoff notices for the coming school year. Districts are handing out the notices of potential layoff to teachers and other staff in response to the state budget crisis. The recently enacted state budget included $11.6 billion in cuts to public education budget over the next 15 months. 

President Obama, in his speech before the US Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, proposed five pillars of reform:

1) "Investing in early childhood initiatives" like Head Start;

2) "Encouraging better standards and assessments" by focusing on testing itineraries that better fit our kids and the world they live in;

3) "Recruiting, preparing, and rewarding outstanding teachers" by giving incentives for a new generation of teachers and for new levels of excellence from all of our teachers.

4) "Promoting innovation and excellence in America’s schools" by supporting charter schools, reforming the school calendar and the structure of the school day.

5) "Providing every American with a quality higher education--whether it's college or technical training."
This brings up two things that are troubling for the Federation: the assumption that charter schools promote innovation and excellence (many do, many don’t), and that merit pay improves teacher retention and student achievement, and that there are many bad teachers who need to be terminated.

CSTP reform: the CTC created a panel to work on updating the California Standards for the Teaching Profession. I was lucky to be able to represent the CFT on this panel. We have worked to update the standards (they were created more than 10 years ago). We have also tried to make them more student centered. The website for the CSTP is http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/CSTP.html. Currently you can take a survey on the draft standards.

On March 13 the CTC had a meeting and webcast explaining the current Special Education Credentialing reform. The webcast, agenda, and handouts are available at http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/special-education.html. Additional regional meetings will be announced in the next few weeks.  

State Board of Ed

Raneene Belisle, 53, of Mt. Aukum, has been appointed to the State Board of Education. She has served as the president and chief executive officer for EdVoice since 2008. She is a supporter of charter schools. 

The SBE approved a new Statewide Benefit Charter, Pacific Technology School. They OKed the expansion of the existing High Tech High Statewide Benefit Charter. They also approved two new charters under the oversight of the State Board. 

The governor also appointed was Jorge Lopez, 38, of Moraga. Since 2004, he has served as the executive director for Oakland Charter Academy. He runs his charter school like a boot camp. He has eliminated multiculturalism, bilingualism, and parent involvement. He does not offer free and reduced meals to his students who qualify. He reduced teaching staff by forcing out most of the teachers. He curtailed parent involvement, volunteers, and planning committees.

On Jan 21 the governor appointed of Dr. Glen Thomas as Secretary of Education. This is his 5th  Secretary  of Ed (Richard Riorden, Alan Bersin, Acting Secretary Scott Himelstein, Dave Long). Since 2007, he has served as a consultant to several philanthropic foundations and educational organizations. From 1998 to 2006, Thomas served as the executive director for the California County Superintendents Education Services Association, the statewide network of California's 58 county superintendents of schools. 
