Commission Teacher Credentialing Meeting 1/31-2/1/08

Reported By Susan Westbrook

2A: Program Approval and Initial Institutional Approval
Oakland Unified proposed to operate a district Educational Specialist:  Mild/Moderate intern credentialing program.  OUSD has partnered with The New Teacher Project in creating the program.  I raised concerns about the partnership of a school district and an anti-union, anti-collective bargaining organization (TNTP) and asked for postponement of the program's approval.  The California Teachers Association joined with the CFT seeking delaying action because the processing sequence was altered due to Committee on Accreditation meeting conflicts and efforts to act on the program in time for the 2008-09 school year.  The Los Angeles USD urged approval. An hour of debate ensued ending with a vote to approve the program.

2D: Proposed Guidelines for English Learner Staff Development for Career Technical Education Teachers and Holders of Service Credentials with a Special Class Authorization The passage of these guidelines provides the means for Career Tech teachers to earn an English Learner authorization to better meet the needs of their students.

2E: Proposed Program Standards for the Preparation of Teachers with Bilingual Authorization The program standards for preparing teachers with a Bilingual Authorization were amended (following stakeholder input) from the original information item presented to the Commission at their last meeting.  The modified version met with approval.

2H: Report on the Study of the Beginning Teacher Support and Assessment (BTSA) and Intern Programs

I spoke for a reduction in paperwork and documentation for the participant and in favor of raising compensation for support providers.

6A: Status of Commission-Sponsored Legislation 

Two bills were troubling to both the California Federation of Teachers (CFT) and the California Teachers Association (CTA). These were related to credential discipline.  The first was SB 1105 (Margett), which, among other things, would make a plea of Nolo Contender to a sex crime the basis to allow the Commission to revoke a credential or deny an application.  That is new language.  SB 1110 (Scott) would require the CTC to revoke a credential from anyone who has had a credential revoked in another state for misconduct that would be applicable in California.  Both CFT and CTA expressed concern that this proposed legislation infringes upon a person's due process rights.
