Commission on Teacher Credentialing 12/5-6/07 Meeting

Reported by Susan Westbrook

2D: Challenges and Opportunities for Assessment and Accreditation

Stanford University's Linda Darling-Hammond gave the opening address to the CTC, and the release of The Status of the Teaching Profession, 2007 by The Center For The Future of Teaching and Learning was announced. Dr. Darling-Hammond identified the changing expectations of our teachers, improvements needed in their preparation and the importance of mentored clinical ("on site") training in that process.

3D:Report to the Governor and Legislature on the Study of Special Education Certification

This action item included the creation of the Education Specialist Communication Development Credential as a part of the report to the Legislature.  74 letters of support and 17 letters in opposition were received. 17 people rose to speak during the hearing.  The Commission approved the report.  This credential would ease the pressure of the shortage of Speech and Language Therapists. The staff indicated that a plan for implementing the new credential will be presented at the January 31/February 1 meeting.

3E: Proposed Requirements for Pre-Service Preparation for Multiple and Single Subject Internship Programs

The Commission set pre-service requirements for both district internship and university internship programs.  Current preconditions will be modified to include a minimum 120 clock hours of pre-service components, which contain introductory preparation in pedagogy, reading/language arts, other content areas for multiple subject candidates, and the specific content area for single subject candidates, educational foundations, and preparation to teach English learners. Credential applicants will be required to submit a supporting affidavit verifying these hours as a part of the credential application process.

