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Options for Administrative Services Credential Examinations

Since 2002 the Commission on Teacher Credentialing has provided an Administrative Services Credential using the national School Leaders Licensure Assessment (SLLA) developed and owned by Educational Testing Service (ETS).  The intent of ETS to make significant changes in this examination caused the Commission to consider creating their own test based upon California administrative standards.  This position was supported by several stakeholder presentations.  The CTC staff was directed to return with a proposal for creating a California based Administrative Services Credential assessment that would be ready for a first administration in 2009-10.  They were also directed to seek and agreement with ETS to continue the use of the current SLLA exam to serve as a bridge between the old and new tests.  

Proposed Standards and Credential Authorizations for Education Specialists Teaching Credentials 

This special education topic generated extensive discussion by Commissioners and many speakers come to the table to address concerns and provide input regarding proposed new standards.  The standards, preconditions, and authorizations were an information item. These will serve as the foundation for additional stakeholder input sought by the Commission staff prior to the December meeting. The staff will return then with proposed actions for the CTC to consider.  The most controversial standards were those for the Communications Development Credential. This credential would authorize individuals to do classroom based language development and supplement work done by Speech and Language Pathologists.

Authorizations to Teach Mathematics 

Mathematics teaching has become a major issue in light of the threatening 8th grade Algebra requirement.  This informational presentation was developed to show the student performance in mathematics in grades 2-7 from 2002-03 to 2007-08.  The emphasis for this study came about as the State Board of Education adopted the requirement that all eighth grade students to be tested for their knowledge of this subject within three years.  The data showed that there were a significant number of students who failed to move to the proficient or above level beginning in grade 4. As students fall behind in the middle grades, they are less likely to be successful in algebra. The CTC staff indicated that the data might inform a review of the preparation of mathematics, multiple-subject credentials, and the grade level or subject matter authorizations of existing credentials. 
Both teacher quality and numbers are at issue.  Following extensive input and discussion the staff was directed to address nine questions and return with proposals for the Commission to act upon. 

