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3C Adoption of Program Standards for Other Related Services Credentials and Authorizations for Special Education Teaching Credentials

Some changes incorporated into the proposed new standards are: 

• Speech-Language Pathology standards encourage a stronger focus on school-based topics including serving students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and behavior

intervention strategies, increased access to core curriculum, and specific preparation in collaboration and consultation.

• More emphasis on collaboration and consultation.

• Standards encourage more fieldwork in school settings.

• More preparation in universal access, multi-tiered intervention, and specialized intervention services.

The six areas of Added Authorizations that are recommended for approval are the following: Autism Spectrum Disorders; Deaf-Blind; Emotional Disturbance; Traumatic Brain Injury; Orthopedically Impaired; and Other Health Impaired.

3D Adoption of Revised SB 2042 MS and SS Program Standards
The major focus was to examine what had been listed as “required elements” in the current version of the adopted standards, and to ensure that the concepts previously within the “required elements” became instead part of the actual standards themselves. 

More info is available at ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-01/2009-01-3D.pdf

3E Authorizations to Teach Mathematics

Research presented by the Commission staff showed how existing standards and authorizations have been compromised by today's changing student expectations.  The push to require algebra of 8th graders was not historically a part of the teaching role to be played by elementary and middle school teachers.  A Multiple Subject credentialed teacher (including interns) in a self-contained or core classroom is authorized to teach algebra, and be NCLB compliant, even though they may not have the academic preparation.  Resulting misalignments between what the credential holder is authorized to teach and the content preparation they have received also exists with Supplementary Authorizations.  Direction was given to the staff to expand the responsibilities of the newly formed Math Specialist Panel to delve into the bigger picture related to determining the mathematics needs of students across the K-12 continuum.  Considerations then need to be given to changing authorizations to reflect preparation received or address teacher preparation to conform to authorizations. They will determine if statute changes will be necessary or if corrections can be made within the current requirements.  

1H The Williams case presentation made by the ACLU attorney (Brooks Allen) responsible for implementation was truly positive and the prospect of continuing success in Decile 1-3 schools was especially encouraging.  Improvements in student resources, upgrading of facilities, and increases in qualified teachers are all evident.  Millions of dollars are still to be spent and the biggest problem seems to be California's budgeting problems impacting the Williams settlement.
