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Adoption of Program Standards for the Education Specialist Teaching Credential
Some of the major changes incorporated into the proposed new standards are as follows:

• Authorizations of all Education Specialist Options include Autism Spectrum Disorder

• Standards encourage multiple program delivery modes including distance learning and undergraduate options

• Methods of demonstrating subject matter competence clarified

• Methods of articulation, advisement, and recruitment expanded

• Ways to expand authorization to existing credential streamlined

• Methods to grant equivalencies for prior coursework and experience encouraged

• Increased access to core curriculum provided particularly through new Communication

Development Authorization

• More flexibility for preparation programs to provide a variety of coursework delivery options included coursework across several authorizations such as typical and atypical behavior or positive behavior supports

• More emphasis on collaboration and consultation as service delivery modes have changed and more special education students are placed in inclusive settings

• More emphasis on planning and assessment as the core of service delivery

• Explicit match of credential authorization, preparation and field experience

• More preparation in universal access, multi-tiered intervention, and specialized

intervention services

• Better support and more efficient method to clear Education Specialist and other

teaching credentials
The Commission approved the Program Standards for the following areas: Mild/Moderate Disabilities, Moderate/Severe Disabilities, Visually Impairment, Physical and Health Impairment, Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Early Childhood Special Education, Communication Development.

The Mathematics Specialist Credential: Discussion on Current Authorization, Adopted Standards, and Possible Future Uses of this Authorization
Mathematics Specialist Credential was discussed.  This credential has been on the books since 1992, but there are no preparation programs currently offering the program.  Most stakeholders were not aware that this credential existed. As it is currently written, the Mathematics Specialist Credential does not authorize an individual to teach anything in addition to what a Single Subject credential in math is already authorized to teach.  The Math Specialist Credential authorization states that an individual may coordinate curriculum, develop programs, and deliver staff development beyond teaching in a classroom. The California Mathematics Project currently provides intense preparation for math majors to equip them to provide professional development, support peers, and develop curriculum.  The Commission staff was encouraged to examine this project prior to revising the Math Specialist Credential.  The Commission directed staff to review and revive the Mathematics Specialist Credential requirements and program standards.  An advisory panel will be appointed by March 2009 with a completion date of the draft credential requirements, authorization, and program standards to be complete by January 2010.
