Summary Report: Charter Schools Conference, March 4-7, 2008

                                 Sacramento, CA
California Charter School Association is the membership and professional organization serving charter schools in California. There are almost 7000 charter schools in California representing a diversity of instructional programs and operational design as unique as the communities they serve.  There is a broad based movement within the state to expand charter schools. 

The California Charter Schools Association is directly lobbying the legislature to secure millions (150) of dollars in categorical block grant funding and has had an increase of $500 per charter school student (2007-2008).
The Association has a statewide regional advocacy system in place with Regional General Managers who work with the schools to prepare for new charter schools, renewal of charter, and advocate for the movement in Sacramento and local communities.
There is a political action center which keeps schools informed regarding upcoming legislation regarding charter schools and has online resources for members to communicate with state legislatures.

One element of school operations and structures that has been hotly debated recently is the question of the role of collective bargaining within the charter structure. The operational flexibility that charter schools afford has typically driven their leaders to remain unencumbered by the bargaining agreements. There are models in California that integrate collective bargaining into their design.  Charter schools, their boards and administrators are being informed of the law regarding collective bargaining and how to deal with unions. Of interest is the total disregard of CFT and AFT; the only reference to unions are CTA and NEA.
“Parents That Can” is a group of 700 parents who organized on August 2007 and rallied together to address funding cuts to education. The parents were successful and saved $18 million. This group is actively seeking to increase membership and in so doing advocates for change in public education in the state of California. They propose equal footing with administrators, teachers and the community.  They want public school choices for parents, more accountability, equal treatment for all students and expansion of innovative models of charter schools.
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