CFT Statement on NCLB

NCLB assumes that the achievement gap is the fault of “failing schools” and that more accountability will somehow solve societal problems, such as poverty, adequate housing, lack of access to quality and affordable health care, and class. The responsibility for improving student academic success does not begin and end at the schoolhouse door; it is shared with the society as a whole.

Focusing narrowly on basic skill tests devolves the curriculum and the educational experience itself and narrows what should be a broad liberal education and the values and convictions that accompany teaching and learning. CFT policy calls for the delivery of a well-rounded education, including a full measure of social studies, science, and the arts, necessary to the development of the whole human being and citizen, rather than narrowing delivery of instruction to meet the requirements of standardized tests. CFT policy also supports performance-based assessment of students as opposed to multiple-choice assessments and local programs that prepare students to be active learners. 
NCLB has never been fully funded. CFT policy supports the acquisition of revenues and resources necessary to bring reality to the imperative that “all children can learn,” and the continuation and expansion of current funding for programs such as Title I and other federal initiatives in support of public education. AFT believes that attention and resources should be focused on improving the whole school by dealing with infrastructure issues, providing for a solid curriculum, addressing safety and discipline issues, developing programs for parental involvement, and supporting staff with strong professional development, which are the incentives that will make schools appealing to students, their parents, and to teachers.

The currently proposed reauthorization does not fix AYP and makes it even more complex.

• the proposed growth model in the reauthorization is a trajectory model and does not give credit for the gains that have been made

• the proposed multiple indicators simply lead to additional testing on top of the other testing provisions in the reauthorization

• while the proposed reauthorization is a slight improvement for special education students and English language learners, it does not go far enough to protect and support these special populations

• NCLB continues to use unproven programs such as supplemental educational services (SES) that use unqualified tutors, are not articulated with the school’s curriculum, and have never been held accountable for student achievement

• the draft legislation removes the current law’s requirement for comparability in curriculum, materials and instructional supplies, and the remedy for comparability in teachers could lead to forced transfers, which would simply drive teachers out of the profession or to other, more-advantaged schools

• CFT and AFT do not believe that the federal government should mandate the use of student test scores to evaluate teachers. The decision to use or not use student test scores as part of a teacher evaluation system should be made at the local level by the district officials and teachers who are directly affected by and most knowledgeable about the differential compensation plans that will work in their schools, and that compensation is a mandatory matter of collective bargaining subject to state and local, not federal, law.

The reauthorization is being rushed through Congress without taking the time to craft a bill that will truly help ensure great public schools for every child. The nation’s students and schools deserve better than the present draft of the reauthorization of NCLB, which is unacceptable in its current form.

CFT will not support the reauthorization until it provides a fair and accurate accountability system, provides educators the support and resources they need to succeed in the classroom, increases the support for research-based interventions to truly struggling schools to help raise achievement, and provides districts and schools the funds they need to ensure that our children and school staff have the very best to do their very best. We won’t support it unless it leads to class size reduction, quality early childhood education, adequate resources for quality teachers, a knowledge-rich curriculum, modern/well equipped school facilities and high quality materials. The proposed reauthorization of NCLB shall only be supported by CFT if it is good for students, teachers, staff, and communities.
