Legislative Action Program 2009-2010

Original K-12 Program:

Achieving academic standards and improving student performance

Promote smaller schools Research has shown that students perform best, and teachers are most effective, in smaller classes, smaller schools and small learning communities. Special education classes, in particular, should be smaller, and special education students taking the high school exit exam need unique, individualized accommodations. 

Underperforming schools and students need the extra attention and resources that human-scale schools and classes provide to raise their levels of achievement. Small school construction should be encouraged through incentives in bond measures and by other means.

Adopted K-12 Program 2/6/09:
Achieving academic standards and improving student performance
Promote small class sizes and accommodations for students – Students perform best, and teachers are most effective in smaller classes. Special education classes, in particular, should be smaller. Special education students taking the high school exit exam need unique, individualized accommodations. Underperforming schools and students need the extra attention and resources that human-scale schools and classes provide to raise their levels of achievement.

Revise content standards – The California Content Standards must have a thoughtful and research-based review that anticipates the future needs of the young people of California.  The revised standards have got to be developmentally appropriate, and horizontally and vertically aligned. This review process should be open and transparent.

Career Technical Education – Students should be encouraged to access age appropriate career technical education and counseling systems that recognize the value of both safe work practices and career technical education for all students. Increased funding is needed for new and existing career technical education programs, as is increased recruitment, retention, and credentialing of qualified career education instructors with experience in their fields.

