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The focus of the Conference theme was to: (1) report on research on the state of teacher training for P-12 international education, and on international education and teacher preparation in the United States; (2) research and reflect on what is the role of teacher education in preparing more “cosmopolitan” teachers while working with P-12 students, and to identify effective teacher education programs in schools and colleges of education that are involved in international education partnerships; (3) identify effective practices in which teacher education faculty are supported in internationalizing teacher education curricula through philanthropic foundations and other funding sources; and (4) report on opportunities in international education for teacher education candidates. 

Allan Luke from Queensland University, Australia, the first keynote speaker, spoke about Globalism, Pedagogy, and the World Teacher. He spoke against the neoliberal policy of privatizing and marketizing education. There should be fewer high stakes assessments and more diagnostic assessment. “What might happen if we engage in a momentary suspension of belief in current policy-driven preoccupations with pedagogical method, with decoding and basic skills – and ask a larger curriculum question: Within the existing walls and conventions of the school how might we construct a literacy education that addresses new economic and cultural formations? How might literacy and literacy education respond to the challenges of new world cultures and economies and, indeed, forms of governance and citizenship? Our concern is with the potential of literacy education as a curriculum practice for the generation of ‘student’ dispositions, positions and position-takings for viable and powerful life pathways through new cultures and economies, pathways that wind through globalised and local, virtual and material social fields.”

Paula Cordeiro from the University of San Diego, another keynote speaker, talked about Educating 21st Century Teachers: Engaging the World. Globalization has brought about new information and communication technologies, global markets, and unprecedented levels of immigration and displacement. There has been a transmigration of teachers from India, South Africa, the Philippines, and the Caribbean. The technology trends have been the customization of software for individual students rather than for groups and distance education for both elementary and secondary students. The new eduscapes include overcrowding and AP classes, individualized schedules, and in some schools an individualized education plan for all students. Administrator preparation should be internationalized as well as teacher preparation. There is pressure on public education. The public wants more emphasis on critical thinking. The future learning environment should: be student centered, be interactive and dynamic, enable groups to work on real problems, and enable students to determine their own learning. 

Three relevant websites are educatorsabroad.org, teachabroad.ua.edu, and globalst.org.

