April 2008

To:
CFT EC/K-12 Council

From:
Mary Bergan, AFT Vice-President


Mary Alice Callahan, CFT Vice-President

Re:
Actions of AFT Teachers Program and Policy Council (PPC)

At its meeting February 19-21 this year, the AFT Teachers PPC tackled several issues. We think that you will be particularly interested in two of these, proposed changes to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, currently misnamed the No Child Left Behind Act, and a renewed emphasis on Peer Assistance and Review for new teachers. The PPC will submit resolutions to the AFT Executive Council and through the Council to the AFT Convention in July on both these topics.

The PAR resolution emphasizes new teacher induction and evaluation led by the union. This isn’t new territory for us Californians, but many of our PAR programs have been sidelined by budget cuts. Part of the AFT proposal is a program of union support for a limited number of locals to initiate and run PAR for new teachers. Once the resolution is approved by the Convention in July, notifications should go out about participation. If your local is interested, though, it’s not too early to put in a good word, so let one of us know. Or email a note to AFT Educational Issues Director John Mitchell at jmitchel@aft.org.
Also being proposed by the PPC is a resolution to “scrap” NCLB, and to develop our own proposal for a new ESEA. Work will get underway on that new proposal when the AFT’s NCLB Task Force meets late next week. Mary Bergan will be participating (Laura Rico is also on the task force but cannot attend this meeting), and welcomes your thoughts. My intention is to propose that we begin by spelling out a set of principles on which to build a new ESEA and to react to ideas that are certain to be put forward by others. What should be the federal role in education? How can the federal government foster equal opportunity and equity in education? Should a “growth model” like California’s API replace AYP? What are the best ways to help schools and teachers provide all our students with real educations? Send a email to marybergan@aol.com, or call me at 510-532-1856.

Postponed to the May PPC meeting was a draft policy paper on the appropriate use of student assessment. It outlines various types of assessments with an emphasis on teacher empowerment and judgment.

We will keep you updated on these issues, and urge you all to send delegations to the AFT Convention in Chicago. Division meetings will be held prior to the formal opening of the Convention, so plan to arrive early enough to participate in the EC/K-12 Teachers meeting and in convention committees.
